
From:  Sir Bertram Torenson, by the Grace of the Pancreator Senechal to House Masseri 

 

To:  Lady Aquiligia Masseri, by the Grace of the Pancreator Baroness of Two Rivers, 

Questing Knight in the Service of the Emperor Alexius, Regent of the House of Masseri, 

its dependents and holdings, and heir in exile to the worlds of Daishan and Chernobog 

 

 

Greetings, my liege! 

 

Accompanying this missive, please find the monthly reports compiled by your staff on 

the state of your holdings on Cadavus.  For your convenience I provide the following 

synopsis. 

 

Economy 

The economy of our holdings continues to improve under your enlightened regency.  The 

holy Church has once again agreed to a slight increase in our stipend for the protection of 

the Ayizan, and we have again procured a contract from House Xanthippe to supply 

power to New Daishan and our outlying territories at a reasonable rate during the 

approaching Demiset.  In exchange we have agreed to assist in their negotiations with the 

water mining guild, which should benefit both our houses. 

 

Development of the traveling clinic program is in its final stages and the trial run this 

Demira has been a great success.  I believe that if there are no difficulties in the next 

month, we will be able to implement it as a full program next year, and begin exploring 

the more difficult task of maintaining such a program during the long night.  The 

Amalthean advisors you sent were a most welcome addition, and they are even now 

setting up a permanent clinic in New Daishan to train medical personnel as well as 

administer to the sick and injured. 

 

Fur trapping has been down somewhat this summer, but the rangers report that all is 

ready for the annual oshogi migration.  By the time you read this a representative of 

House Trusnikron will have arrived to inspect our territories in advance of this event. 

 

Military/Judicial 

Your generals report all forces maintain a high level of readiness, and many of your 

Ranger units have spent the long day in the field, patrolling our borders against the 

incursions of intruders and would-be homesteaders.  Incidents of serfs fleeing our lands 

have decreased markedly this year, but we have nonetheless been kept very busy in 

pursuit of those who would reject the beneficence and loyalty to the House and strike out 

on their own. 

 

Appended please find, per your request, three appeals for leniency from escaped serfs, 

and four requests for commutation of sentence from illegal homesteader families.  I have 

consulted with the court Reeve, who recommends against overturning the sentence in any 

of these cases. 

 



There have been increasing reports of clandestine activities by the Anti-Royalists in New 

Daishan, but at this time the constabulary can report no arrests.  It is recommended that 

we contact Temple Avesti for assistance on this matter, as the Anti-Royalists are also 

known to be active in Thebes.  While the thought of an Avesti inquisition in New 

Daishan fills me with discomfort, the thought of terrorist attacks on our power supply or 

water purifiers during the Demiset concerns me yet more. 

 

Finally, it is with great sadness that I report the loss of three gallant Rangers in the 

service of the House.  Their patrol encountered an unknown force near the village of  

Tallgrass, which was in the process of rounding up portions of the population of the 

village and outlying farms and loading them aboard a space craft of some kind (possibly 

a lander, possibly a shuttle).  The patrol attempted to intervene, but the unknown force 

proved to be in possession of slug guns, for which the patrol’s spears and bows were no 

match.  After sustaining heavy casualties (three dead, 15 wounded) the patrol withdrew 

until the unknown force departed, taking with it 57 men and women of prime age.   

 

The dead were: 

Lt. Dofane Brightwater – Freeman, 8 years service.  Patrol leader 

Corporal Zahra – serf, 13 years service 

Private Elber – serf, 1 year service 

 

Reports of the remaining serfs indicate that Muster tattoos were spotted on several 

members of the unknown force, and their tactics and operations were consistent with 

prior raids by Muster Chainers. 

 

I have taken the liberty of lodging a formal request for redress with the League 

representative in Thebes, and have notified the Duke of the incident as well.  Colonel 

Mohammed of the 1
st
 Rangers is attempting to put together a force to travel off-world to 

Stigmata, where it is likely that many of these serfs will be sold. 

 

Political 

Internally our political situation is improving slightly.  Since the beginning of your 

Regency we have had a few members of your noble House return from the stars to take 

their place within the ranks of the nobility once again, and have accepted liege fealty 

from more than a dozen members of other houses as well. 

 

The Noble Houses – relations continue to be cordial with House Decados.  The Duke and 

Duchess ask of your progress in the Questing Knights and send their best wishes for your 

success, though they do hope that you will spare the time in your no-doubt busy schedule 

to write to them with the latest news of Byzantium Secundus.  We maintain good 

relations with both the Xanthippe and the Trusnikron as well.  Relations with the al-

Malik are, sadly, unchanged.  We have little contact with the Li-Halan, Hazat, or 

Hawkwoods. 

 

The Church – our relationship with Temple Avesti remains one of cautious 

professionalism.  We are largely free of their inquisitions because of the high level of 



internal scrutiny we maintain.  The Orthodoxy trusts us because the Avestites are here to 

oversee us, and because we continue to enforce the Church edicts regarding settlement in 

the Ayizan.  Your recent contact with Sanctuary Aeon has been a pleasant surprise and 

appears to promise considerable benefit for the future. 

 

The League – we have little contact with the League, aside from a few contractors hired 

individually.  Our relationship with the Guild of Water Miners is cordial, but 

professional.   I have once again taken it upon myself to pen a recriminating missive to 

the Muster in light of their recent incursions, but having seen the lack of results that 

previous letters of condemnation have brought about, have no illusions as to the efficacy 

of my latest. 

 

Other 

A small number of issues are being held in abeyance pending your personal oversight.  

These include the land dispute between Sir Hampstead Masseri and Dame Lucinda 

Masseri, formal recognition of the claim to nobility of Baronet Ralf Masseri, and 

negotiations with the Duke Franz Decados on the supply of technological upgrades for 

some of our outlying villages, the resumption of air travel between New Daishan and 

Thebes, as well as a supply of firearms for our constabulary forces.  Please give word as 

to when you may return to Cadavus so that I may make arrangements to see these matters 

resolved. 

 

Your servant, 

 

 

Sir Bertram Torenson 

 

(This is hastily written at the end of the missive, though Sir Bertram maintains his 

impeccable penmanship nonetheless). 

 

P.S.  I have continued making circumspect inquiries as to the whereabouts of your sister.  

The last reports I have, woefully incomplete and unconfirmed though they are, place her 

on Criticorum, where she appears to have taken service with the Fisher’s Guild of 

Isfahan. 

 

 

(Attached are numerous reports from the judiciary, military, and exchequer). 

 

 


